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WASHINGTON 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Introduction and Sum™- 



THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

Secretary Kissinger's Discussion with 
Ambassador Huang Chen on U. S. -PRC 
Relations and the Taiwan Question 



PRC position on .'liberation,* t ££T a ^"J"" " ° *» the 

recent years by Chairman Mao aldZ! ^ Stated to us in 

tions with Senator Scott in Pek inc h ' di H ^ Unl * e the convwaa- 
military liberation, but nc saf Itl^t ♦ br " n,U " 1 the threat <* 
modification of the PRC's Z. th ° re was no sc °Pe for any 

revealed the extent I TwhLh e" RC^aT £ ^ ^—So,- "marks 
statements by what they consider to be an nr^T* 611 in '° Us recent 
stress the need for posLormaUsation TsZtT a " empt to 
security. • " on ass urances regarding Taiwan's 

Background 

Taiwan could be achieved peacefu ly X', Hberati °" <* 
issue as a noose around the rJck of the t I Char \ ctorized ">e Taiwan 
People's Liberation Army wo„W cut off XX u ifne «""y. the 
Premier's sharpest remarks to sTL Mthox, B h son >e of the Vice 
Senator's aggressive defense of I™,, ?"? 1 t0 b ° a reactlon *> «» 
security, the Vice Premier" hi rd W ln( \ 0restsOn Taiwa «'s 
virtually abandoned the element J i Strikin e lv tough. He 
maintained in recent yoar* „ ^ ,ty Which th<! Chinoso 

tion would be miHtary or "eaceful' ' °' Wholher Taiwan's Ubera- 
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Shortly after the Scott visit, a PRC liaison office official took essen- 
tially the same line in discussions with correspondents in Washington, 
and since then knowledge of the hard line has spread through public 
modia. Members of a Congressional staff delegation which has just 
returned from China were treated to the same tough stance, which 
some of them are planning to highlight in reports to their committees. 

In this context, and with sufficient advance notice so that he could 
receive necessary instructions from Peking, Secretary Kissinger 
asked to sec Ambassador Huang on August 18. 

Summary of Conversation 

After referring to "many official and non- official comments" made 
recently in the United States about U.S. -PRC relations, Huang repeated 
the. standard PRC litany that: 

-- the United States invaded Taiwan and thus owes China a debt; 

-.- in order to normalize relations with the PRC, the United States 
must fulfill the three conditions of breaking diplomatic relations with 
Taiwan, withdrawing our military forces from Taiwan, and abrogating 
the defense treaty -- "There can be no exception about any of these 
conditions, and there is no room for maneuver in carrying them out"; 

.-- the delay in normalizing relations is entirely the responsibility 
of the United States; and 

--as made clear even before the United States sought to reopen 
relations with China, the method and the time for liberating Taiwan 
is an internal Chinese affair "and is not discussable. " 

Huang then went on to deliver the thrust of his message. "Now Ameri- 
cans are saying that China's liberation of Taiwan will cripple the 
development of Sino-U. S. relations. They are saying that Sino-U. S. 
relations will prosper only if the Chinese side takes into account U.S. 
concerns. This is a premeditated pretext. It is a flagrant threat 
against China, and we cannot accept it. fr (Huang declined to identify 
what he meant by'threat", but presumably he had in mind recent U.S. 
emphasis on Taiwan's security such as Senator Scott's comment to 
Vice Premier Chang that "Our policy is not to interfere in your internal 
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i«air -- but we stand ready to back up our commitment to Taiwan. . 

were a resort to arms. Any sucn <auh. _ , rt „ a 4.i, of 

Americans I would continue to urge progressing along the path oi 
Americans, x wuwx , „;-u*.- t -> fi k vou to recognize our 

peace. While we recognize your rights, I aslc you to y 

difficulties. M ) 

Taiwan problem would be peaceful or otherwise. 

Noting that Scotf s remarks seem to have provoked f^* 
^omeVannons", Secretary Kissinger 

A f K a dm1W new He assured Ambassador wuang 

United States on this issue. He ani J^TJ^ x our elections to 
unlimited time and that we »? rt ^ ™ the basis of 

work out an agreement on ^^K^^to tto continuing 
the Shanghai Communique In an rftort £ American audiences 

. is better than public discussion. 



Conclusion 



Huang, who was obviously speaking ^^^^^Z 
government, went out of his way to cm P h ""™ ™J wa8 not new 
Taiwan taken by Vice Premier Chang w th ^^°r Sco^ wa 
and was in fact consistent with comments »^h».^^M^ no 
since the Shanghai Communique and even bef ore. J**" c g s£)ften . 

greater flexibility than t fthe moTflmiliar formula 

i«fr flip Vice Premier's bluntness, revci"»b kW 

Si'SJS. method of Taiwan.. -^^^SJL-... 

carted*-- and probably U.S. O^^^S^^ 

stress the need for assurances about the security ox 
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u!inT„h 0 V° latiOnS - WhUe U iB cle " thc Chinese have been 

trond in TT < ment *° COUnteract what "^ey consider an unhelpful 
trend tn U S opinion, it is still not clear whether they fully calculated 
in advance the risk that such tactics might intensify anxieties in the 
U.S. and strengthen the very trends which they object to. 

I h rrt r r b A SSad0r, , S " markS thr ° W "° Ught °" the to which 

thl vlo^T n 6 a v l ? eV ° ntS " e aXfectin S Chines ° PoU-y toward 
the United States. On balance, however, they reinforce lour im, *-, s - 
s on that recent events in China have not altered the PRC-s .pp:V;.,al 
of the strategic advantage of its U. S. connection or led to any significant 
stepping up m its timetable for resolving the Taiwan problem. But at 
the same time the whole affair reflects a new power structure in P e^ L 
S^Mr'f P h er ' 0aal ^ e * " SUlUng in co « s "«^ly less subtlety and sothU- 

whe her P W aSSOClated ^ '° rmer P " mier Chou M°We r 
whether Peking is conveying either the blunt line of Vice Premier Chane 

Hua C „7 The "essa: ^ * P ° 8Ui ° n -£b2S« 
Huang, the message m both cases underscores Peking's determination 

Taiwan and the problem of peaceful settlement. 
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